“Taking Action…Conserving a Gem for Future Generations!”

In the state lake book, Bony Lake is a Class I, 191-acre spring-fed, groundwater drainage lake in Barnes, WI.  However, to those of us who have a cabin or home on its shores, it is a “very special place”, a stunning example of a “classic Northern Wisconsin lake”!   It’s not unusual to be able to see 27 feet down into its cool, clear waters.  As one of the “headwater lakes” of the Eau Claire Chain of Lakes, and connected by navigable channel to the 900-acre Middle Eau Claire Lake, it has an important role to play in helping to keep the “chain of lakes” healthy.  With no “inlet” from any other water body to directly impact the lake’s water quality, and a relatively small watershed area (approx. 250 acres), much of the future of the lake will depend upon the actions of riparian owners and lake users.  

While Bony Lake remains a “gem” in our eyes, it is under considerable stress from the same factors that are impacting all of our northern lakes: existing resorts are gradually evolving into “other ownership forms”; small seasonal cabins are becoming larger dwellings; natural shorelines are slowly disappearing; more and larger boats & motors are plying the waters; etc. For all practical purposes, the our lakeshore is fully developed, and with full development comes the need for greater and more focused efforts to restore and conserve the habitats (on land, at the shoreline, and within the lake itself) upon which the native animals and plants depend if they are to survive, and hopefully thrive, well into the future! 

Recognizing that without a “helping hand”, it would only be a matter of time before water quality and habitat degradation would become irreversible, Bony Lake property owners began meeting to discuss “what might be done” to Save Our Lake during the summer of 2006.    We were fortunate to have connected with several partners who understood and shared our concerns and who were enthusiastic about joining us in our effort to take on a “lakewide” conservation and restoration project, including Butch Lobermeier, Bayfield County Conservationist, Land & Water Conservation Department; Mike Gardner & Stacy Schaefer, Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute (SOEI) staff; SOEI students, who will be an integral part of the project; and several regional DNR staff.

Working with our partners, we wrote a successful DNR Lake Protection ~ Shoreland Restoration Grant that will provide $100,000 over 3 years, with an additional $45,000 in cash & in-kind matching funds, to accomplish a number of very important goals.  While shoreline restorations have historically been implemented on an individual parcel scale, the concept of lakewide, or whole-lake, restoration work is relatively new.  With 50% of the riparian owners indicating their interest in being involved, the Bony Lake project will be the largest undertaken on a single lake in Wisconsin. The project is designed to:  
· restore or conserve the native plant communities on 5,800 feet of the shoreland and near-shore habitats (56% of the total lake frontage) and augment the amount of coarse woody debris in the lake;
· provide strategies to improve the stormwater and erosion control practices on approximately 145 acres (60% of the lake’s total watershed area);
· survey, and monitor changes in, targeted wildlife and aquatic macro-invertebrate populations; 

· develop and implement plans to control existing populations of two invasive species, Reed Canary Grass and Rusty Crayfish; 

· develop an understanding of the history of the lake through analysis of a paleolimnological sediment core sample (taken in August 2007 and subsequently repeated in a shallower section of the lake);
· provide a strong education and outreach component to riparian owners and area residents, including K-12 and university/college faculty and students, to ensure good stewardship well into the future.  

The lakewide restoration project on Bony Lake will provide a demonstration site for a variety of restoration and/or conservation applications and is a unique opportunity to learn from this innovative approach to shoreline restoration and lake protection.  Twenty-five percent of the riparian owners have already had an initial meeting with the County Conservationist to assess and set goals for their restoration and conservation efforts.  The amount of coarse woody debris in the lake has been doubled with the installation of multiple whole-tree complexes along 350’ of shoreline this fall, and additional complexes will be installed along nearly 1,000 more feet of shoreline in February.  These complexes are constructed using “inland/upland” trees, using Forestry BMP, so as not to disturb trees growing along the shoreline.

We are looking forward to moving ahead with all aspects of the project and extend an invitation to all interested individuals to join us as we offer this “helping hand” to our lake and the “inhabitants” of its diverse natural communities.   
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